Article IV — Legislative Department

Section 1. [Vesting of legislative power;
location of sessions; referendum on
legislation.|

The legislative power shall be vested in
a senate and house of representatives which
shall be designated the legislature of the
state of New Mexico, and shall hold its ses-
sions at the seat of government.

The people reserve the power to disap-
prove, suspend and annul any law enacted
by the legislature, except general appropri-
ation laws; laws providing for the preserva-
tion of the public peace, health or safety; for
the payment of the public debt or interest
thereon, or the creation or funding of the
same, except as in this constitution other-
wise provided; for the maintenance of the
public schools or state institutions, and lo-
cal or special laws. Petitions disapproving
any law other than those above excepted,
enacted at the last preceding session of the
legislature, shall be filed with the secretary
of state not less than four months prior to the
next general election. Such petitions shall be
signed by not less than ten per centum of the
qualified electors of each of three-fourths of
the counties and in the aggregate by not less
than ten per centum of the qualified electors
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of the state, as shown by the total number
of votes cast at the last preceding general
election. The question of the approval or
rejection of such law shall be submitted by
the secretary of state to the electorate at the
next general election; and if a majority of
the legal votes cast thereon, and not less
than forty per centum of the total number
of legal votes cast at such general election,
be cast for the rejection of such law, it shall
be annulled and thereby repealed with the
same effect as if the legislature had then re-
pealed it, and such repeal shall revive any
law repealed by the act so annulled; other-
wise, it shall remain in force unless subse-
quently repealed by the legislature. If such
petition or petitions be signed by not less
than twenty-five per centum of the qualified
electors under each of the foregoing condi-
tions, and be filed with the secretary of state
within ninety days after the adjournment of
the session of the legislature at which such
law was enacted, the operation thereof shall
be thereupon suspended and the question of
its approval or rejection shall be likewise
submitted to a vote at the next ensuing gen-
eral election. If a majority of the votes cast
thereon and not less than forty per centum
of the total number of votes cast at such
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general election be cast for its rejection, it
shall be thereby annulled; otherwise, it shall
go into effect upon publication of the cer-
tificate of the secretary of state declaring
the result of the vote thereon. It shall be a
felony for any person to sign any such peti-
tion with any name other than his own, or to
sign his name more than once for the same
measure, or to sign such petition when he is
not a qualified elector in the county spec-
ified in such petition; provided, that noth-
ing herein shall be construed to prohibit the
writing thereon of the name of any person
who cannot write, and who signs the same
with his mark. The legislature shall enact
laws necessary for the effective exercise of
the power hereby reserved.

Sec. 2. [Powers generally; disaster
emergency procedure.]

In addition to the powers herein enumer-
ated, the legislature shall have all powers
necessary to the legislature of a free state,
including the power to enact reasonable and
appropriate laws to guarantee the continu-
ity and effective operation of state and local
government by providing emergency proce-
dure for use only during periods of disaster
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excepted, after being presented to him, shall
become a law, whether signed by him or
not, unless the legislature by adjournment
prevent such return. Every bill presented to
the governor during the last three days of
the session shall be approved by him within
twenty days after the adjournment and shall
be by him immediately deposited with the
secretary of state. Unless so approved and
signed by him such bill shall not become a
law. The governor may in like manner ap-
prove or disapprove any part or parts, item
or items, of any bill appropriating money,
and such parts or items approved shall be-
come a law, and such as are disapproved
shall be void unless passed over his veto,
as herein provided. (As amended Septem-
ber 15, 1953.)

Sec. 23. [Effective date of law;
emergency acts.]

Laws shall go into effect ninety days after
the adjournment of the legislature enacting
them, except general appropriation laws,
which shall go into effect immediately
upon their passage and approval. Any act
necessary for the preservation of the pub-
lic peace, health or safety, shall take effect
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immediately upon its passage and approval,
provided it be passed by two-thirds vote of
each house and such necessity be stated in a
separate section.

Sec. 24. [Local or special laws.]

The legislature shall not pass local or
special laws in any of the following cases:
regulating county, precinct or district af-
fairs; the jurisdiction and duties of justices
of the peace, police magistrates and con-
stables; the practice in courts of justice; the
rate of interest on money; the punishment
for crimes and misdemeanors; the assess-
ment or collection of taxes or extending the
time of collection thereof; the summoning
and impaneling of jurors; the management
of public schools; the sale or mortgaging
of real estate of minors or others under
disability; the change of venue in civil or
criminal cases. Nor in the following cases:
granting divorces; laying out, opening, al-
tering or working roads or highways, except
as to state roads extending into more than
one county, and military roads; vacating
roads, town plats, streets, alleys or public
grounds; locating or changing county seats,
or changing county lines, except in creating
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